
 

 

 

"Who Made your Clothes?"  
Exhibition part of Off-Biennale 2017 in Venice 

 

 

 

The label sewn in the back of your clothes, which may read “Made in 
China”, actually tells you very little about the origins of the garments, 
buttons, threads, where it has been sewn or  dyed and all the aspects 
involved in the production.  

Your clothes are not made in one place, but are constructed 
according to a diverse geography of commodity which involves 
several protagonists and a set of social and economical relationships. 

In the international clothing trade the most profitable activities are 
mostly hard to track, there are formal protections in place such as 
trademarks or patents, which make it really hard to understand the 
journey our clothes make. 

This installation is an attempt to investigate the relationship between 
clothing, producer and consumer and to re-establish a lost 
connection throughout the whole production process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Autopsy of jeans  
is a dissection of a pair of Levi Strauss jeans into all its parts and 
components, followed by an investigation of : 

• Where each component, (bottons, zips, cotton 
threads), are made; 

• Which chemicals are involved in the industrial 
laundering techniques to create effects and looks: 
bleaching for graduated coloring, pumice stone to 
create stone wash, glass paper & brushing 
techniques to create shine on fabrics, formaldehyde 
to laundry. 

• Consumption of liter of water to grow cotton to 
make one pair of jeans. 

 

       



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ a single foot of thread might contain fibers from farms in Texas, Azerbaijan, India, Turkey and Pakistan.” 
 

- Rachel Synder – 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
100% Cotton 

 
 
 
 

“MADE IN TURKEY” 
 

What that means? 

 
 

Water Consumption 
Comparison 

 

1 Kg of cotton - 11,000 L of water 

1 Kg of rice - 3,400 L of water 

1 Kg of wheat - 1,300 L of water 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Do you notice  
any sign  
of human labour? 
 
 

Jeans and their constituent parts – like any other clothing of 
commodity – are not just things but are also a set of social 
relationship: a link between a farmer and a cotton trader, a 
connection between factory owner and a sewing machine operator.  
 
Here, I asked visitor to spot any trace of manual labour in the 
stitches of the internal part of the jeans. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Why things are produced so far away? 
 

The quest for  “cheap” but fashionable clothes from consumers has led the migration of industries from the 
more expensive global North to the less expensive global South, involving lower wages, exploitation of lands 

and labour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Levi Strauss & Co. 
Factory List 2016 
The list shows all the factories in the 
world, that Levi Strauss manufacture 
with. 

 

“Decentralized approach allows Levi’s 
to move production into different 
factories around the world and take 
advantage of variation of labor prices 
and other associated manufacturing 
costs, rather than being tied to the 
comparatively high wages of working 
classes in the United States.” 

 

From Andrew Brooks, Clothing of 
Poverty. 

    



 

 

  



 

 

        

 

        You can find the full list at http://levistrauss.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Levi-Strauss-Co-Factory-List-September-2016.pdf 

http://levistrauss.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Levi-Strauss-Co-Factory-List-September-2016.pdf


 

 

The Fitting Room 

Visitors were given a printed map of the body and asked to enter in “The Fitting Room”, to undress and check all the labels of the clothes they 
were wearing, and to write on the map the countries their clothes were made from.    

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

Map your clothes  
 

A map of the world was made with threads and push pins on the wall of 
the gallery space. 

After entering the fitting room, and mapping where the clothes we wear 
come from, visitors were invited to find on the world map the countries 
their clothes are made from, and use an orange thread to unite all those 
places together with the country they live. The result is a web of 
connection between the country visitors live, (spaces of consumption) 
and the “countries they are wearing” (spaces of productions). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Andrea Bortolotto for inviting me to take part to this Exhibition, for coordinating, organizing all the logistics and curating the 
exhibition space. 

To Antonia Beard, who has been a great companion and the other Artist in Residency with me. She is a great artist and human being. Thanks for 
your sense of practicality, your kindness and creative mind. 

Another great thanks to Francesco Nordio , for creating this great project in the contest of La Biennale 2017 about  labour, production, creative 
practice and economy. 

And last but not least, thanks to “Il Forno” this rough and raw space that has embraced and hosted our exhibition. 

 

… and … a final (really the final) thanks… to all the “Encounters” we made, to the people, visitors and friends who had come, interact and 
conversate with us..   

 

To this new connection we made … Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 


